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TOADS,
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ifius his hereditary dislike for

o n-‘lll g“l-' Hing a !-‘reuohm{n Wiohnny
he French by calll M

: “Johnny Toad Ank lilin
(‘.rapmtd"-—thn! ig, '"Johnn} s

{1l tell you that all Frenchmun

why, and he will tell you that Il Fesnsies

.entere, and that il a frog 18 nok exactly

ae {rof oRlors, , and that toads ani

a toad it is very like one, hpess.” 1f he

frogs are all ssmuch of & "m\;“;(]-ﬂ..hur R

kupew that Agnssiz 'f““"'i.‘fi“u‘-'r?.lmnﬁt it

the frog beoatss & n‘]!:l yosed to call himsell

arhaps he would be dispset 0 o ol
?-J hn Ball,” and s Ceallic nelghbor “Jolmoy

N o ' And yet John Bull in general—
Bul}-fn‘.lg: / ,;—,'.-_-l;r!im‘q-r: that the toad is
o Wourus UG if enten, would poison Johnny
yenomous, aud, if eaten, .
Crapand to death; in which belief many a
Frenochman fgnorantly believes with the vual-
gar Englishman, although he may haye often
unconsciously eaten loads, supposing them to
be frogs, just as Le doubtless has esten cats
under the mistaken persuasion that they were
rabbits,

Yot French regtanratenrs and Eaglish mounnte.
panks long ago discovered that the common
toad ig harmless food. The one cooks him and
calls him “frog,”’ the other nsed to est him
yaw, amidst a gaping crowd, who, like the bar-
barians of Malta, when the viper fastened on
¥anl's hand, ‘‘looked when he should have
swollen or fallen down dend suddenly,’” but, in-
stead of such a catastrophe, only saw the char-
latan swallow a dose of what he called ““medi-
cive, " and seem to be liveller and hoalthierthan
gver; none the less lively because the orowd of
admiring bumpking at once made haste to buy
his nostrom, and, as President Lincoln used to
gay, ‘‘provide against the emergency’ of thei
gwallowing a toad, Usually on such ocoasions
one man ate the toad, at the mountsbank's re-
quest, and, to plense him, was then attacked
with seeming illness, and, being persunded to
try the “oure-all,” recovered Tmmediately,
Jn ft from thiis practice that sycophants and
flatterera cnme to be called “‘toad-eaters !

lish poetry is full of slanders upon toads.
Even Shakespeare, like all others in his day,
and most othiers since, looked upon toads as
poisonous, as appears from that charming pas-
sage in ds You Like lt:—

“Bweel are the uses of adversity,

Which, like the toad, ugly and venomots,

Wears yol a precious jewel In his head;"™
and is farther manifest in the Witches' inoan-
tation, in Machethi—

*Toad, thal under coldest stone,
Days and nights has thirty-one
Bweltered venom sleeping got,
Boll thou firat I’ the eharmed pot 1"

If Bhakespeare belicved also in the precions
Jewel, the “toad-stone,”” or lufonite, supposed
to be formed and found in the toad, he partook
of an error which lived both long befors and
long after him, The toad-stons is now Known
to be the tooth of a fossil fish; but for ages it
was believed to be formed in the toad’s r}mald,
a8 is the pearl in the oyster, and to posséss
wonderful powers, both medical and magical.

Children, until they ara tauglt better, re-
gard toad-stools as struetures built by toads,
as did “our sage and gerious poet’’ Spenser,
and wonder why, unlike him, they never find
toads sitting on or under those pretty um-
brella-shaped fuugi, though they have never
read his declaration in the “Faerie Quneen’”
that
“'The grisly toad-stool, grown there, might I see,
And loathed pnlllinr.'hu‘rurnllm.', on Lhe samo!"”

Milton evidently shared in Shakespuare's
and Spenger’s dislike of toads; otherwise he
would not have desoribed Batan as taking the
form of that reptile:—

SEquat ke n tond oloro st tho ear of Eve,
Assaying by hils deyilish nrd Lo resch

The organs ofher faney . . . .
Or if, Inspiring venom, he might talotl

The animal spirits,' ele,

The great poet of the ‘‘Paradise Lost' per.
mits the devil to assume the form of thras dif-
ferent animals, all objects of popular hate and
disgust, and all ¢lassified from time Immemo-
rinl gmong monsters, or beasts of wmalignant
aspect and evil omen. He doubtless remem-
Ybered that Virgil in his Georgics (1. 154)—even
Virgll, whose knowledge of agriculture should
have taunght him not merely the harmlessness,
but algo the ingect-killing value and helpiul-
nets of the tond—calumniates that much-
abuged reptile a8 a monster:—

“Inveéntuggue cavis buto, et que plurkma terto
Monsira ferant,”
Or, ag Dryden says:—

#Tn hollow eaverns vermin maike ahode,

T'he hissing serpent and Lhe swelling toad,’

Thus the very modesty and retiring disposi-
tion of this poor toad becoms his reproach.
How Invariably posts add to the horrors of
grottoes and ocaverns by peopling them with
snakes and toads! Take, for exawmpls, this

ga from Henry Kirk White's ““GGondo-
@' e
“Andns she entered tho onvern wide
The moonbesin gleamod pale:
And she saw A susike on the oragey rock—
It uiumf by its slimy tail!

Her foot it slipped, aod she stood aghast,

8Bhe trod on & bloated toad !

Yeustill upheld by the sécret charm,

Bhe kept upon the road."

The toad’s eyes were wonderfully bright and
beantiful; yet not of them has it ever been
said, in the undefined language of Keats—

“A thing of beauly is a joy forever,”

Nay, the beauty of their eyes has rather
vated the general dislike for toads, as
ough such ugly cugtomers should not pos-
sess such sparkling gems without being sus-
peoted of grand larceny. The toad might lind
more favor, perhaps, were his skin smooth
instead of warty, tin colors gay instead of
gréy or grave, and his motions lively and
graceful instead of slow and awkward; and
yet it is doubtful. Frogs possess all these
superior traits, but they are not admired by
most persons; it is only some enthusiasiic
naturalist of the French school who sympa-
thizes with the Count Lacipide instead of
hughmgvar. him g8 he exclalms:—*Who can
"I:I!lrd without plensure a oreature so delicate
form, 50 nimble in movement, 8o graceful

in attitade ! Let us not depr : ¢

: prive ourselves of

::e“ﬂ:’::“{:‘n:}‘:w{rt'v of pleasure, nor regret to
O | k ! 3

their colors, sug our rivalsts brightened by

gambols | muimated by their sprightly

The abundant mej Ao :
Soad. 80 aesentisl 1o {x‘urﬁﬂiﬁtt.:c:l?uh‘s of" the
help to make him disagreeably to ';H "";{‘.‘:jf’
moist coolness of a dog's nose itartl < an Y gon
who feels it unexpectadly or in t.lu‘;. ds ykmm
does the luvariable dewy cold apd ‘ilr et
sweat of the toad when touched oﬂandhﬁﬁ'“y
eivilized simpleton, 1 8ay civilized, l'nl.uﬂln‘r'a-
ing that the black barburians of Senaesl
availing themsslves of this parpastual l.:lJI)l.ll;;H "
aced by the abundant moisture and rapid
evaporation on the skin of toads, are in ().
habit} as Adamson informs ne, of applyiy
toads to thelr foreheads as they travel in wmﬁ
heats over burning sands, on the same priogi.
ple that Roman ladies of the imperial age oar-
rled ooounf & lu thelr hands and bosows in
the form of liviug serpents, or that the languid
beanties of Turkish seraglios pass belween
their ﬂngum the refrigerating and (ragrant
beads of their amber tushees.
In every Load is a sack of pure waler not st
sonneoted with thé kidneys, but serving as
& vesorvoir, and furnishiog, donbtless, a part
of the fluld whioh transpires from the skin,
This fluid is very harmless In the common

Moglisk and Amerivan toads. Bo, alao, s the
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lguid, which fa largely secruted by the boan-
ehpped buneh on éach #ide of the toud’s head,
as well, an that which I8 8o frealy -.‘_im]!m:
tom

whin  yon suddenly grasp o

in your bhand. Most perions are
afrald " of there fluide, avd hpagine them
pulsonons, They are migtaken, Not even

“Macbeth's"" welrd sinters oonld now find véenom
fn the common tand, It is trna, howsver, that
these Juices have a slightly frritaling effeot
when applisd to the eyen or to a flash wonnd,
and that a oot or dog dood nod like to take a
gevond taste,  But they are substantially
Linruless,

There are forvign tonds whose fluids are less
harmless. Thuas, Mr. Btanlsy of Eog-
land found that ink was changed by them as
by acids, Monsieur Boso, a French naturalist,
tells ns that if, in hot woather, any ons puta

Rav.

hie hand to Mis nose (hig owen noge, not
that of Moenslear DBoso) after handling n
toad, hs will fesl nansea, and other
disturbances of the stomsch; and Sehel-

hawmer, avotbher continental writer, ra-
lates an aunecdote of a child who had severe
wmetulong eruptlon, in consequence of a toad
L!‘t\‘il?g been held for some minutes before the
child's month. The or buwfo calo-
witta, which is found in Eoglsud and on the
vontinent of Europs, and also the brown toad
of Bouthern EFuorope, smell disgustingly, the
one ltke gunpowder, the other like garlie,
when disturbed, and peopls who ‘“‘snif™ at
them may be nauseated; but no such odor or
eflect Lelongs to the comwmon toad of either
Kngland or the United Btates.

Not only did “Macbeth’s"" witohies use toads
to mike their “hell-broth" “thick and slab,”
but mwany physicians of former ages, and some
of wore vecent date, have employed both toads
and frogs in {;lmrmn«y and medicine, The
flesh of toads, dried and powdered, nsed to be
comsidored dinretic and diaphorstie. 1 have
read the statement of a living Eoglish doctor
that ““frog-spawn may be usefully smployed in
externnl fullammation a3 soothing and emol-
lient.”” Formerly toads’ flesh macerated in oil
was regarded as detersive and anodyne. Live
toads nged to be applied topically for headaohe,
colio, and cancer. Ettmuller, Jiel, Vallesnieri,
and many others, have left us curious details
on 1his subject. Timotheus dirested the appli-
cation of frogs, cut in two alive, to the region
of the kidneys of dropsical patients. Diosco-
rides prezoribed the flesh of frogs cooked in
sanlt and oil as an antidote for the poisen of
sgrpents.  Arnold aflinoed that the heart of a
frog, laken daily, in the form of a pill, was a
eure for flstuls, and the London Encyeloprdia
(" Credat Judmus epelle, non ego™ ) affinns that
gome Americans tike the land frdg of Cateshy,
reduce it to powder, wmix it with orris root,
and take it a8 & vnre for fatulency !

Both toads and frogs lmve the same curions
habit of swellivg up aud pufling themselves
out whien alarmed by seemingly hostila ap-
proach., Jiisop had notivad this habit in the
fiog, and makes use of it in his falila of the
I'rog and the Ox. I have often mischivvonsly
amuscd myseli by wrizgling a sack, snnke-
fighion, towards a toad, in order to see him

natipr- pae { !

bloast and bulge out, and stand on tip-
toe, apparently trying to make himself
appear to be too large to be swallowed.

Generally the toad’s couraga fails before the
stivk gets very near, and he, like another well-
known blosted character, believing that the
better part of valor ia discretion, turns tail,
nnd hops awage with a headlong speed and
leppth of hiop utlerly ridiculous.

It i8 curious to observe that, whila the com-

mon toad of the United Btates hops, the com-
mon toad of Euglaud does not Wop, bay cranty,

and that the wattor-jael or bufo calamita, which
is the only other kiud of toad foonud in Eog-
land, neither hops nor crawls, but runs much
lHke a mouse, All of them, however, hiave
tho same habit of blowing themselves mnp on
the appearance ol danger. May not
the Latin @ nama for toad, which is
tufo, conpled with this swelling swagger
vcommon to toads aud jestors, or clowns,
on exhibition, have given the name of buffoon
to that amusing class of personages !

Children who are frightenad by the rouph
ekin and nnoontl movewents of toads, and who
see them eagerly devonring worms nnd inseots,
ave very apt to believe that toads have teeth,
Put nedther English nor Amerioan bufo vulgars
has any sach addition to jaw, tongue, or
palate. I have explored their month® with
the 2eal of a dentist, but never found fang or
tooth, incisor or canine, bicuspid or moiar |
It is worth while to gea a toad eat an angle-
worm—usiog Lis forepaws as a greedy child
hig fingers, to oramm his month and got the
whole worm tucked in before he begiung to
swallow. It ia still mere amusing 1o ses a
toud wriggle off and devour his own skin.

This cutaneous thauksgiving feast oconrs
onoe & year. The skin comes off in lateral
halyves, &nd is crammed eagarly, one-half after
the other, into the owner's mouth, aud swal-
lowed with great apparent zest.

Every toad, like every frog, is, or should bs,
born in water. [If the female can possibly got
to the water she will always depogit har CEES,
which resemble lopg threads of jelly, studded
with winnte beads, in either pond or stream,
Sometimes, it is true, they are laid in cellars,
or other places away from water. Bat insuch
cnses the toads that may be hatched from
them do not pass through the regulur tad-
pole state,

Early in the spring the toad, who at every
other period avoids the water, goes there to
deposit her eggs, Then it g that we lear
those piping, Bl‘rilling. far-reaching, aud not
nunmusical sounds, from every lake, pond,
river, stream, ditch, aud pool, which tell us
that spring has come again, and which have
induced gome naturalistg to call onr American
toad the Bufo musious.  Aboul twenty days
after the egge are laid they bsvome tndpoles,

urwiggies, porwiggles, poliwigs, or, as Yan-
ﬁuu Loys say, pollywozs,  The tadpole period,
unlike the tudpole’s tail, is very short. While
it Insts the Juvenils toad swims sud breathes
like a fish, baviog at 4irst a tail ouly, with
which to row, scull, or steer. Bpeedily his
legs develop themselves; and, presently, the
tail, as if copscious of ita misplaced attach-
ment, first falls away, and next falls off,.—
(O, witerfall iR there, my coun-
trymen !'')—The gills ¢loge up, the lungs are
pul in motion, aud the pollywop smerges from
the water snd graduates & diminutive toad
inte feld upid gorden. Nor is this the only
change. As a tadpole Lis intestings wera vary
long avd adapted for the digestion of vegetable
food only, As o toad, they have bacome very
much gliorter, are inflnted into stomach and
oblon, sud becowe Hited for anioal food,

Lord Hacen, learned ws he was, made some
queer blunders in vegurd to tadpoles, frogs,
and tonds. In one pascage he gravely informs
us that duving the ygreat plagne of 16066,
“there were peen In divers ditches about Lon-
don wany toads that bad teils three inches

long, whure toads.'” he & 1) .
lm.:nlh\ !"[ﬂ ads,'' he says, “‘have usually

Atiout the time of (i«
o lnod, 1 binve yien |;..'

pool Ewanuing and L.

thousands of young Im.;:a':::;. :l::u::l:;:;no:

koernel of corn. Onoe, P"“-U'I.lll.gl’ ey i
L

member baving wist ook
advavving in Lhe fowi: A8 & countless crowd

transition from water
margin of & pond or

I ing-time, when tbe San wit 20*
n uprrl f,‘.. 1 ieu & Bun with Taarus
Pour forih shelr populous youih 1",

aud fairly obliglng me to oheck my horge, or
crugh them by hundreds. My humanity made
no fmpression on a floek of depraved ducks
and ducklivgs that followed this phalanx of
froge, and goblled thase batrachian infants vp
(or down), with appetites that geemed innp-
peasable,

Buch of these Jnvenile reptiles ns esonps the
emly perils of migration and transmigeation
grow rapidly in gize, and some of them attain
toa good old age. Toads, known to ba fonr-
teen, Afteen, or sixteen years old, are not un-
common. FPeonant gives a very Interesting
acoount ¢f one that was domesticated in an
Englieh femily for upwards of gix-and-thirty
years. His favorite abode and winter retreat
wae under the house door-steps, O courga
he burrowed there, and remaited out of sight
except im warm weather. He knew his
masgter, and would come forth  at
Lis  approach. At candledight he cama
out  regularly  to  regeive  his  supper.
Often, gratify curlons  visitors, e was
brought into the house and placed on the
table for exhibition, manifesling the ntmost
conloers gud sell-posgsarion in iu-iirr sOuiNLY,
and seizing with wonderful celerity every in-
sect offered for his entertainment. e grow
to a prodigions size, and ghowed no sign of
infirnmuity up to the day when fate fell on him
in the fell shape of a raven whose ravenons
besk, in splte of a gallant and poraistent de-
fepse, inflicted oo his aged frame wounds
whereof he never recovered, but of which, or
the effuets of whieh, after some mouths’ linger-
ing, he died. Sic iransit glovia bufonis !

But & forty-year-old toad in oitr climate has
really bad an aetive, sell-congcdons life of lass
than half that period. For, to say nothing of
his gleeping by day in summer, Lie retives into
Lis hole on the approach of cold weather, aud
there remuing torpid until the return of spring,
“bids the earth roll, nor heads its 1dle whirl."
The ense and speed with which he digs his
hole, stern furemost, not elbowing, nor shoul-
dering, but lipping away the earth behind
him, are quite remarkable, and it is really
fupny to watth him as he goes under, his
ayes, with their three sels of eyelids, wink-
ing rapidly as they disappear, not again for
more than gix lopg months ‘o revisit the
pale glmpees of the moon."”

The toad loves the twilight, “Keeping
gshady' in the daytime, he comes nimbly forth
after sunset, and geeks Lis evening meal among
the inseots which sawarm amidst the deepening
shadows, Az "t ig the early bird that catches
the morning worin, ' go it is the twilight toad
that catehes the evening bug, How often, at
aventide, have | sat on piazza or door-steps
and watched the activity of these bright-eyed
bug-devonrers, a dozgen of them in sight at
once, hopping about in the gathering gloom
like rabbits in their warren, evidently aware
that they are licensed pets, each one a *‘char-
tered libertine,”' safe from all eneamies, and
not gerionsly disturbed when some zewlous
entomologist geizes one of their nnmber and
genily compels him to disgorge his evening
meil in order to discover in Lis maw some rare
and delicate ingect, whote nocturnal habits
enable him to elude all eyes less keen than
those of the toad.

I was early tanght to spare the lives of toads
and swiallows.  *If you kill them,’’ said ona of
the village oracles, in the very beginning of my
memory, “‘the cows will give bloody milk,”” 1
belleved it most religiously, and doubted not
that I shiould thus be deprived of qu' morning
aud evenivg bread.and.-milk should I wantonly
destroy either of those sacred animals.

It hus Jong been known that toads will not
only remain fOr mors than ball 4 yeurin a

torpid stale, as i3 their winter custom, bat that
they will live for years shut up in darkness,
and secmingly beyond the reach of sither air
or food. 'There are cazes, well or iM anthenti-
gated, of the discovery of living toads inclosed
in golid trees, in ceal, in variond kinds of
stone, in beds of sand or gravel, at immense
deptlis below the earih’s surface.
gaudstone wantel picee in Chillingham Cas-
tle, England, there used to hang, framed
in with a coat of arms, a Latin inserip-
tion, in letters of gold, calling attention to
a cavity in the mantel, and reciting that
& liviog tond was taken from that hole in
the rock when the mantel was split from
the guarry., Nearly a hundred years ago, in
tearing down the wall of & Parisian honse be-
longing to the Due d'Orleans, which had been
standing nearly fifty years, a live toad was
gnid to have besn found in the midst of the
wall, his hinder-legs imbedded in the mortar,
This discovery led to many cruel experi-

o

Over a

mentg in both France and Eogiand—
experiments too cruel to ba justifisd
by any gcientific pretext. Monsieny Her-

risant, in prezence of a committee of the
Freuch Academy of Belences, inclosed three
toads in plaster, boxed and sealed them up,
and laid them aside for a year and a half. The
boxes wers opened at the end of that period,
and two of the toads were found alive. They
were again boxed up for a few mouths, and
then sgain their sarcophagi were opened, but
all were dead. In 1817, at Paris, Dy, Edwards
encloged a number of toads in plaster, and as
fur as he counld, in varlous ways, deprived
them of air, All of them lived many days,
but those died soonest which he foreed to re-
main under water,

In 1820 and 1530 two English clergymen,
who might have been botter employed fn paro-
chial duty, rv*watwi these experhments on i
larger soale. The full record of the torlnres
they inflicted may be found in the Edinbnrgh
j”fu!i-.-n.]'fu-dlr Juir .'(If, i\[‘}l"i.l—(]l'[()lml', l"::.’,
pp. 20, 228, Dr. Buckland was tha first of
these expoerimenters, That reverend gentle-
man caught thirty-two toads, shut them np and
starved them for two months in a cucnmber-
frame in his garden; 8o that, to use his own
wordg, they *wers in an unhealthy and some-
what meagre state'’ when, on the 26th of No-
vember, 1825, he prooeeded to imprison them
mora clogely., Four of them he plugged tight
into as many holes, each cut about five inches
deep and thres inches wide, on the north side
of the trunk of an apple tres. At the end of &
year avery one of these four tonds was dead,
and all of their bodiss were dscayed. Twoelve
more be shut up at the ssme time in twelve
ciroular cells, each about a fapt desp aud fve
inches in dinmster, ent in a block of limestone
§0 coarse that it was easily permeable by
water., Twelee wors he confined in twelve
other cells of the same width, bot only half as
deep, ont in a very compaot silicious sandstone.
The tops ol the twenty. four cells were glﬂ!ﬂl
alv-tight, and covered with slate, Both stones
wers then buried three fest deep in the garden,
and there they remaived for nearly thirteen
months, On the 10th of Devember, 1826, thoy
were dug up and examined. Every toad in
the sandstone had evidently been dead for
months. Most of those in the limestons were
alive, but all except two were greatly emna-
vigted, These two had geined in weight.
Over one of them, and slso over one that lad
died, the glass was broken. )

The survivors wore again shut np and buried
as before, but all of them died before the snd
of the second year. Four others ware pla
esgh in a smnlfvbnsin of plaster of Paris, four
inohies deep and five inches wide, glaed in
and buried like the twenly-foar. ing dog
up at the same timo? only two were alive, but
‘“mudh emaciated.’ the Dooctor did
with them we are not told.

The vikier clerionlexperimenter was the Rov.

Fdward Stanley. In Jane, 1830, he vonfined
thiree toads, ench in a flower-pot, and burie)
them fonr fuet deep, In the following Murch
they were all dead, Then ba corked up two
others in glaes bottles, one hermetionlly closud,
the other with a small Lole in thugtopper. The
first died In forty-eight hours; the othe:
sevmed to be dying in about a fortnight, 1s
wa# then unbottled, put nnder & Hower-pot on
moist garden-earth, grew lively, and was set
at liberty. In words that sound lke
mockery this olergyman says:—*1 had the
pleasure of seeing it crawl off under every
symptom of entire convalescence.” Tortures
fuflioted for go trifling a purpose, and ending
in results so worthless, almost wmake one wiah
tLat, for a while at least, the toads and their
tormentors could have been made to change

ploces.  Which of them would have then
balieved that “not a sparrow fallath to the
grovud without yoor Heavenly VPather's

wotlce 1

| will finish this artlole by quoting sowms
rnr«m{u.-h from the letter of a young friend who
is endeavoring to domoesticats s tond, and who
in this letter “reporta progreds, and asks leave
to sit again:™'—

“Saturdoy.—1 ran into the gatden to look for
ntond. I is hard 10 Bud Lheos 1n the day Lime,
but I goon shw one, and then pat on my glovea
pnd gnve chinse. I tuovght thnt 1 really moan
toonteh bim. He bhopped and 1 ran, [ stooped
upod put ot my huand, sl besprang ount ol
my regclhh, My movements are not very
prompt, end Wis were; and presently, to my
grest sutiefpetion (), bhe hopped through the
plekels and oxeaped. I guess T owos us glad
us he,

“p M—After dinner 1 thonght 1 would try
ngien, and witer some search found s big tosd
under g guriant-bash, Summouing up il my
contupe, | grnsped Lim wilth my gioved band,
nod, ugh! what a sensation it gnve me to loach
! 1 never felt o toad before, With a good
deal of treptution 1 manesged Lo pat him o
pa ol bird cuge whicts 1 had brought for the
purpose; bnt Lo my amizement he bhopped In-
siaplly Whroagh one of the seed-boivs, winioh
looked smaller than his body, and wis &L Hbs
erty. Burl enught him again—shuddering ns |
dig betore—putl blm Lo LG cage, cOVUrsd up
the geed nod water-holes, rushed Lo the hoase,
snd exbibited my prisoner. We pll wdmired
the benuly of his eyes; bul his warly and watery
gliin was disgusting, and Dis avtivity 1o trying
to get out was beyond sl belief, Preseotliy |
placed the enge on the grass under the dinlog-
room window, and toogk a sest In-doors 1o
waoteh hlm, In lessthon Ave minutes e turned
bimsell edgewlse, orced himself throogh be-
tween the wires, sand escnped ! Not expectin
such an escapade, I had tnken off my gloves, nid
pow i1 1 eaught ln'lm 1L mast be withh iny naked
pavds—and 1 did 1t) As I selzed hig damp, celd,
knobby, bioated body,an Indeseribable shadder
an throvgh me, extending to my very toes,
Hue wet my and, but 1 did not let go until I
tnd put him btk into the eage; and then wrap-
plug ashawl round it, 1 sat down on the plazza,
guite ot apd wesk with the stroggle, He re-
maluned still for s while, but presently began
lenplug upwiﬂ'd over and among the pargbes In
ihe onge, somellmes actually elinging to the
top wires, showing the whily-yellow under slde
of his body,and making me feel slmodt na
badly A when I had bim i my haod, He
sectnal 50 nedrly fDuntie that 1 coneluded to let
bimy go, Bo,tnKing bhim baclke to Hle carranl-
busb, ['opened his prison door and came nway,
lenvipg bim to come onl at his plenaure,

YSomuch for my fyet day of toadstaming !

Y Menaoy, P, M.—I resolved to try again,
Brivglvg down from the garrel an t)l:‘d. palenk
flour-sifier, I converted It Into nonge, and then
yun inwo the garden, caught my vietim, ime
prisoned bim, brovght Gim (o the house, and
carrled bim up Lo my owun chamber, and pl'nr:n'u
him In opne of the windows opening on the
pluzza 1000, where 1 left him 10 meaitate uill
plier lea. Afler tea Ihruur,lll him down, set
the cege on the tuble, nud offered Lim o succes-
slon of flles. He seemed quile oslm, be-
haved wvery well, but would not notlee
the Nies, Then I took blm np stalrs sealn, aad

aced Lits crge ue belore, hen I went up to

ok 1 hed forgotten all about bhim, but Just as
I begen to undress 1 henrd msort of seratohling
oulro, lovked fownrds (the window, and snw tha
tond sprawling salowg on the outside of hig

cige, L ullered one scream, and spriaug npon
Lbhe bed. He gnve one leip, and fell npon the
floor, el elosed my door, and would noteome

in o any rellef. Tordy hopped pbout the
chumber with alarming agllity; and there 1
sk, wgund Jlke o tond,' on the bed, Lalf orying,
bpif Inughing, and wholly afrald to get down
uiel recoplure 1he ‘contraband.” I onlled to Del
1o 'come in and estehr him,' and she exhorted
mo (through the keyhole) o '‘got down nnd
euton blm,' and eéach stoutly refused Lo do any
suchthiug, Al last, mustering all oy courage
I eharged at hilm with a lowel, ecovered
bine, eelged bim, and ealled out, * Del,
I'vee got him ' Thut herole femnnle then
veniured o open e door alinost an inch
and peep 1o, Isnppose I miust Lave relnxed

, Iy grosp, for Just that Instons tue toad leaped

outirom under the towel, Del sereamed and
sl-mnied to the door, and 1 sereamed and
Jumped up again on the bed, Very soon, how-
ever, feeling rather asbinmed of my cowardice,
I pul on my gloves, once more envelopsd the
doad in the towel, earried him down Btnirs,
optned the back door, and dropped Lim on the
grass. 1 wenl Lo bed disgusted with toads, and
ratbher mortitied at my want of couruge, besides
secuing Lo bave lost all fuith o the wisdom of
irying 1o establish and muintain friendly reln-
tions with the lower orders of animnis,

" Wednosday,—Anotber toad adventure! ‘'hls
afternoon, at uncle Sam's, one ot his little boys
comeln with a toad In Lis band. He treatod it
Just g though v werea pet bird, Uncle Look
11, patted I, played with 1, tiokled Its stomach
with one of his fingers untll the toad actunlly
lsughed ont loud—at least he swelied up und
Inde a sort of chuekllog nolss that sounded
semething ke luughing, Then unele persusdod
me to take I, first In one hand, then In the
other, theén in both together, withont gloves:
snd 1 did so, and kept on dolng 8o until all my
uncomfortable feelings passed away, and T
began 1o thipk that a toad, well tralned, might
become a very tolorable pel. I have mada up
my mind to keepoue Inasort of pen in the
garden, where 1 can feed it regularly, and stady
15 dispesition and habits. After a month’s
trial perbaps 1 will send you no account of my
experiment.” gl oy RS0 Z sveee

have written encouragingly to my corres-
pondent, and in due time hope to receive a
supplemiental report.—Harper’s Monthly,
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